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Documents illustrating the History of the Wars of 
Religion in the P&rigord ( 1588 - 1592 ). 

Ik supplement to the article on * The Wars of Religion in the 
P&rigorcT which appeared in this Review in 1906, 1 I now print 
a series of documents relating chiefly to the little town of Demme 
on the Dordogne,’ and the surrounding country. The possession 
of Domme had long been desired by the Huguenots, for it was a 
hostile stronghold in a country not unfavourable to the reformed 
religion ; but the natural strength of its position and the skill 
of its defender, La Vergniole, had enabled it to defy for a long 
time the attacks of its enemies. The first attempt was made 
in October 1672 and was followed by several others: it was not 
until 25 October 1588 that the place was successfully stormed 
by Geoffroy de Vivans (of. no. I.). 

The documents relating to the negociations between La Roque 
and Vivans (nos. II., ELL), though full of much tiresome repetition, 
throw an interesting light on the condition of the country. How 
great was the insecurity and uncertainty of the times is proved 
by the fact that Vivans with his powerful force should have 
entered into a convention with a place of bo little importance as 
La Roque ; but a hostile population so near, on the right bank of 
the Dordogne, might have been dangerous to him. The conditions 
are very liberal, but the villagers were liable to work on the fortifi¬ 
cations ; this indeed was the invariable practioe during these wars. 
The regulations with regard to soldierB of the ‘ contrisre party ' are 
curious. The ‘ contr&re party ’ are certainly catholio royalists and 
not Leaguers ; the expression seems a Btrong one, but the anti¬ 
thesis is between ‘ ceux de la religion ’ and the ‘ contr^re party,’ and 
not between 4 royaux ‘ and ' ligueurs.' At the time of the signing of 
this convention the avowed hostility between thoso of the religion 
and the non-leaguer catholics had much diminished ; the royalist 
marshal Ornano and the Huguenot Le»digui 6 reB were working 
together against the anarchical league in DauphinS; while the 
PolitiqueMatignon, at Bordeaux, had just suppressed an attempted 
rising of Leaguers. Moreover, Vivans would never have made 
such terms with Leaguers, who were the arch-enemies of his 
master, and who would have been extremely dangerous to himself, 
owing to the proximity of their fellow Leaguers at P 6 rigueux. It 
is perhaps worth recalling that in the spring of 1589 the nearest 
Leaguer towns to Domme and Bergerac were P 6 riguenx, Agen, 
Cahors, and Blaye. The men at La Brouhe seem to have acted 
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with violence and disorder and formed a contrast to the uanal dis¬ 
cipline of Vivaria's men. It is noticeable that Yivans alone of the 
military authorities signed the convention, whereas all the inhabi¬ 
tants of La Boque, who could write, subscribed their names. They 
cannot have been very numerous. 

The murder of Henry ITT at 8t. Cloud infused fresh vigour 
into the anti-national party; but the activity of Henry of Navarre 
soon brought success to his side. In a letter to Yivans, dated 
Le Man8, 7 Decamber 1589, Henry speaks of his happy news and 
says that he hopes to see the ruin of his enemies.* He also asks 
Vivans to come to him in the spring. Henry’s good newB must 
refer to his victory at Arquea, but his letter is dated some time 
after that event took place. 

Although they are difficult to read, the procZs-verbaux of 
the defence of the towns tenant U part », are important for the 
particulars they contain, and two of them relating to the defence 
of Domme are published at length (nos. IV., V.) They give the 
first indication of the extensive system of borrowing from the 
Vivans family, in the interest of Henry TV, a system which ended 
in the virtual ruin of Vivans. As will be seen, the capture and 
defence of Domme finally coet the enormous sum of 18,000 
crownB. Henry, with the advice of Matignon, reduced this to 
6,000 crowns, and in the end 4,000 were all that were allowed to 
Vivans for his expenses. It is permissible to hope that Henry’s 
entourage rather than himself was responsible for this meanness. 
Mons6gur, though governor, advanced no money at that time ; he 
had the ingenuity to suggest that, as the money was required for 
military purposes, it should be the commandant’s family which 
should advance the necessary sum. The amount of two crowns 
for fifteen days for each soldier was large, but the council of 
defence not being directly interested in economy, as the money 
was not their own, could afford to be liberal. Throughout the 
wars of the League the sums advanced by Henry’s original and 
devoted followers were very large. From 1 to 6 September 1690 
nine 4 acts of sale were passed for the obtaining of provisions 
for the town. All were guaranteed by Rutier, who had power of 
attorney for Madame de Vivans.* 

Seventeen rolls of companies furnish the names of the officers, 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers; in some cases the native 
place of the men is stated.* These rolls are all signed by the 
captains of companies and countersigned by a syndic of Domme, 

’ Archive* of the Vlvam family, flli n, do. U. 

' All nlrn ara found in lb* VI ran* archival, flla 23, do. 17. 

‘ A spachnen b given balow, DO. VI., which Ulosirmiae the fllitaraia condition of 
«T«n the wall.to-do thiw. 
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some bear the signature of De Boffignac . 7 The pay of officer* and 
soldiers works out at the following figures: a captain was paid 101 . 
for five days; lieutenants and ensigns rather more than 91.; 
sergeants, Jtf.; soldiers, 45 sols. 

Among the large quantity of papers which may be called 
statements of expenses incurred as well for the maintenance as for 
the capture of Domme, there is much of value in enabling the 
reader to form an idea of the coat of warlike operations in the 
sixteenth century and of the manner in which these operations 
were carried out (nos. VTfL, IX.). The chiefs'of the Leaguers who 
were disturbing the P^rigord at this time are mentioned by 
name. The pickaxes, shovels, and other tools necessary for trench- 
digging and fortification were obtained from two merchants, Jehan 
Plan tea n of Bergerac and Pierre Con ten son of Monflanquin. The 
length of the siege constantly made fresh borrowing necessary, and 
the number of wounded was so great that two doctors, Casaina and 
Pinchoy, were employed for five weeks, and for that time were 
paid 160 crowns each; while Jehan do Prats, Estienne Mages, 
Jehan Virol, and Anthoino Lacombe, chirurgiem exp4HmenUi, were 
each paid 100 crowns a month; 286 crowns were paid to Jean 
Bichard and David Poumjers, apothecaries, for drugs. It would 
be interesting to know what quantity of arquebus fuse was repre¬ 
sented by 84 crowns. Lead cost 8 crowns 20 sola the quintal, and 
during the siege six quintals and forty-six pounds of candles had 
been used, at a rate of 10 crowns the quintal. I next print two 
letters of the chancellor Cheveray (nos. XL, XU.) and one of 
Francis de Bourbon (no. XIH.) 

In July 1591 Matignon's army arrived at Domme, and on 
the 81st the castle was taken by him with the help of Vivans, 
Aubeterre, and La Force. VivanB thereupon sent a request by 
Monsieur de Belxunce • to the king praying to be allowed to resign 
the governorship of Domme, and to come to Henry. Vivans first 
reports to the king the surrender of the castle. 

II a e*W an continuelie pounroitte envera Monsieur la mareschol de 
Matignon, pour la fair® ache miner de dessa pour la re prices dn chaateau 
de Domme, de quoy aprfis infiniea traverses, longueurs et de*ponces, ll 
seroit vena h bout et mis fin k ce n^goce, eotant k prdaent 1 edict chaateau 
an ion pouroir, ooubx l’hob&saance de sadicte MajeeW. 

He desires to retire from his post, first, because he considers 
that his presence is no longer useful and because he prefers an 
active life of adventure. 

' A roll of tin fnard appointed for the Porta de* Tour* t* printed In ax VII. 

* An to In* d* Belaunoe, TiaesKint of Maeale, gorwnor of PojmJroI, tu killed at 
Um ri*g* of Rouen, 1691. 
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Se voyant k present dtbcbargd d'un ad peanut fardeau, *e prtvoyant 
pour radvenix de deasa inutile, du moing* nun occupation digue de luy, 
et oommo se eat de toujour* ton humeur d’eatre emnemy d’oiaivettA, et 
d’aocoarir aui plot grande® et ginhallde* occasions. . . . 

Secondly, he diliMrc d'estre auprt* de ta Majetti toid auttant de 
temp* qu’tl luy plaira Vavoir agriable. Thirdly, Monsieur d’Aubeterre 
is eminently fitted to succeed him. 

Qo’ll ne oognoist k pr6»ent deux dan* 1* pronnca k qui oeste charge 
doibve eetre remise plustoet qu’it Mondeur d’Aubeterre pour de* rmltons 
toute* patentee et vulgaires ore* qu'il en ayt, et dans l'&rmde et ddair de 
too* serriteurs du roy qui l’aoceptaroient tr&a volontier* et qui la 
d&irent. 

Fourthly, he loves an active life; de deineurer dam Domme 
pendant que let aultre* eeroient employes d dee plu* beaux exploietx, 
te me aeroit une cradle priton. Fifthly, the importance of the place 
is so great that he would not be able properly to maintain it 
according to Matignon’s regulations. 

D’ailheur* atuud rimportance de la place e*t telle, la garde d grands 
et lea moyan* de 1’entreUnement d petit*, veu lea reglements que 
Mondeur le mareachal a faict, qu’il luy aeroit tr& mal aiad k luy, voir du 
tout impoedble de le pouroir oonsarver. 

Sixthly, he urges that as Matignon, to please his friends, has 
reduced the ‘baillage’ of Bom me which was appointed for the 
maintenance of the garrison, the country is absolutely unable to 
provide for the keep of a suitable number of men. 

D’aultant qu’ayant sa Majeetd ordonnd l’entretenement de ladiote 
gamiflon mr le bailbage da Doume, box le Sarladai* et !e Buxpln* snr le 
Quercy, au lieu d’y obdyr, ledict deux mareschal, pour complaire et 
gratifiar a Messieurs de la Force, de Thdmines, de Beynac et de 
Bruxollea,* a eccliped plu* de* deux tiers dudict bailbage, la plu* grand 
part duqual a bailhfi audict sieur de La Force : tellomcnt que de deux 
cen* Boldat* qu’il y a entxetenu* et qui sont ndeessairea pour la conaero- 
tion de la place, il ne reete pas de pays libra pour fournix k l’entre tene¬ 
ment de vingt homme*. 

Que a'il n’y est aultrament pourveu, Ban* doubte la place eet en voye 
de perdiction. 

Seventhly, he recapitulates the foregoing reasons and adds that, 
having already employed more than 10,000 crowns of his money, 
besides that of his friends, on the king’s service at Domme, he 
fears to tout mccomber touba le faix unless some repayment can be 
made. Although undated, 1 * this request must have been made 
early in August, for on 26 August Yiv&ns made an agreement with 
Aubeterre, according to the consent of the king. 

* Frmrwjoi* do Cocatta, lord of Boorxoilw, councillor of the king. 

“ VIrun* arehar#*, fli* 23, no. 23. 
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There are seven letters 11 of Aabeterre in the Vi vans archives 
addressed to Yivans, three of vrhich are printed below (noe. XV.- 
XVIL); one or two seem to be previons to the signing of the 
agreement of 26 August, and the last gives some important 
details of the military operations round Domme. Their value 
is lessened by the absence of sure datee and, in some cases, 
by the doubtfulness of the place at which they were written. 
Aabeterre, who seems to have been on good terms with Yivans, 
only acted as a kind of go-between for Yivans and Thdmines, for 
a few days after Yivans had finally given np the government of 
Domme it was to Thimines that Matignon sent the letter which 
ii printed below (no. XVX33.) Some of the garrison of Domme 
were evidently badly disciplined, for Th6minea complains (no. XIX.) 
to Jacques de Courcillon, a Huguenot captain, that some of his 
soldiers had been plundering and damaging private property. 

We may now notice the papers relating to Yivans’s expenses. 
The first is the request of Yivans to the king, written in December 
1690 (no. XX.), in which he explains the great expenses incurred 
in keeping the town and country in the obedience of bis majesty, 
and the unsatisfactory condition to which he is reduced. Next 
(no. XXI.) cornea an ordoimance, of the king on the same subject 
given by him a month later. When Yivans saw that there was no 
chance of obtaining anything approaching to a fair repayment of 
his expenses, he addressed a protest to the king (no. XXtL), a 
protest as respectful as forcible. 

On 19 August of the same year Yivans was wounded, while serv¬ 
ing under Matignon before YHlandraut, and died three days later. 
His son Jean continued the attempt to recover the expenses to 
which his father had been put, but, in spite of Henry’s orders, 
nothing had been paid him at the close of the century. Notwith¬ 
standing the Lettre de Jumon 11 printed below (no. XXIII.) there is 
no evidence to prove that even a crown of the niggardly 1,000 
allowed by the tritorierw and Matignon was ever paid to the family. 
Many, no doubt, of Henry’s followers enriched themselves and 
their families at the national expense, but such was not the case of 
the Yivans family. In fact it was the rebels who, by often being 
literally bought out when they were powerful, and when their 
resistance was prolonged, came into many poets of honour. It 
must have been very provoking to those who had been Henry’s 
supporters during his difficulties and dangers to find themselves 
left with their honours, but sometimes penniless, at the hour of 
triumph, and to see obstinate Leaguers like Mayenne, and adven- 


11 VlTan* uchiraa, flia M, mx 2. 

l * ' L*ttra da Jaacicm ’ ni tba nuni gir*n to M*l*d ItiUr*, addraad by the king 
to A parUment, commanding it to do ■orortbiDg whinh it penistad in rwditing. 
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turers like Epernon, 1 * covered with rewards and honours only 
when they perceived that there w&a more to gain by loyalty than 
by rebellion. 

Jean de Yivana succeeded to the honours of his father and was 
governor of Caumont, Tournon, Domme, and 8t. C6r6, as well as 
councillor of the king. A fervent Huguenot, he was often deputy 
at the assemblies of the churches, and it was he who, after the 
murder of Henry IV, was appointed by the church assembly at 
Bergerac, to go to the young Kin g Louis XIII, pour le condouloir 
(Tun ty ctttaetrevx paricide et rtiUrcr d Sa Majetti lew trie fiddle 
ten-ice. Hauuicb Wrumsos. 


L Ordinance for the Pay of the Garriton of Domme. 

[I* Rochelle, 24 Nov-ember 1688.1 

Le Boy de Navarre, premier prince du sang et premier pair de France. 
A no*tre cber et bien am6 maiftre Adrian Auxerce, reoepvenr dee denier* 
extraordinaire* de la guerre, imposes but leu marchandice* passant le 
long de la rivi&re de Garonne, par nous oo minis et eitably en La villa de 
Caumont, iallut. 

Nous vou* man dons et ordonnons que lee denier* de votre charge et 
commission, vou* pay6*, bailh6e et delivr&i oomptant aux oappitainee, 
lieutenants, enaaeignes et eoldaU de quatre eompagnies da gen* de pied, 
i raison de soixante hornme* par cbascunes d’icelle*, que nou* avon* 
ordonn6a tenir garnieon en la vilie de Do mines, la somm# k laquelle *e 
montera leur solde et payement d'ung moys antler, k compter du premier 
jour qu’ilx entrarent en ladicte garnieon, attendant que nous ayon* 
pourveu k l’ontretinement d’icelle*, *ur las deniers royaulx et eccl&ri- 
astique* du pay* ciroonvoisin, et ce, k la meame raison quo la* aultres 
cappitaine*, liedtenants, enteignes et aoldat*, estant en gam Ison en no* 
aultres places cdroonvoisines et l’eetat qui en a ectd cy devant faint: et 
rap port* nt par vou* le present mandement avecq le rolle dcadicts gen* 
da guerre at leur quittance *nr oe suffiaante, le somme qui leur aura eitA 
par vou* pajAe et delivrde sera paswie et allouAe en la de*pence de vos 
comp tea par les auditeurg d'ioeulx, lasquels nous prion* ainsin le faire 
cans difficult^!, nonobetant quelle ne so yet aultrement exp^cifl6o no 
declairfo. 

Hiarai, veu par Du Buraia. 

Vidimd et oolletionnd le present vidimus k son propre original par nos 
not*tree soubx sign6*, ce r&juerant Monsieur de Vi van*, tan* y avoir rien 
obmi* ne adjouxtar, qui a retire le tout. 

A Caumont, k rii* mat*. 1690. 

D* Saviuhao, TamibbA . 14 

" Epcmon h*Ud the League and va* ha t ad by It, but b« railed a rebellion on hi» 
own aoocnznt, and, a* ureal, it proved to be profitable. 

M Archive* of the Ylran* iamflj, file 2S, no. 6. 
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